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NAIDOC 2019 at OzChild

OzChild staff around the country celebrated NAIDOC Week 2019 by immersing themselves in a variety of
cultural activities with local Aboriginal organisations and communities. Activities ranged from art based and
family fun days, to promoting improved health outcomes for Aboriginal people and families.

Cultural and capability objectives of the program: contributing to strengthening of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people’s cultural expression and revitalisation, including recognition of Australia’s shared history and valuable Indigenous
heritage.

We were honoured to share the week with local artists Emma Bamblett in our National Support Office; and with Aldara
Yenara, Penrith City Council, Frankston Aboriginal Gathering Place, Tharawal Aboriginal Cooperation in Aids, Nunyara
Central Coast, and many other local organisations across all regions where OzChild delivers services.

Activity outcomes

e Strengthened community engagement and local Aboriginal partnerships

® Increased knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal culture

e Developed a deeper understanding of the meaning of Aboriginal symbols and art
® |ncreased OzChild brand awareness amongst communities

® Increased foster care recruitment opportunities of Aboriginal carers

® Provided invaluable opportunities for non-Aboriginal participants to reflect on Aboriginal stories, experiences, and
achievements

e Facilitated opportunities for creating a sense of purpose so activities were not passive experiences for non-Aboriginal
participants

® Promoted unification between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities




© © ¢ 0 0 00 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 000 o



