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COVERSTORY ... ...

aNd

Becoming a foster
carer is a daunting
prospect, but those
who have made
the leap say they
wouldn’t change

a thing. Sarah
O'Connor reports
on the need for
more families,

Fhotograph by Sam Stiglec

ary * s fromm Sulan, When she was
hve vears nld she was separated brom
i ||'|||r|!;_'| |'-!. a |'i|’-q_'-|'\l|||I'||'| raad o

her I|I|.'q.'l.'. It was a |1-:||||I'||I firse stup towards
AusrraliaShe came: with a Sadanese tamily
whiae bl amal =il she was thair daugher and
that she was cight years old. Having cscaped
woar, Mary bound new conthcr, suffering
.\,'||'|I_|-.|.' in her new |'.|I|I'||;.

B Waverley Emwergency Adolescent Can
placed Mary in the care of Jody Crisp. They
whore Ropether sver weckenads ar fissc, bir
Mary as now Jiadv's adopied daughier, and
vt o danger.

I hl'l’-q_' AfC jlasg .1 T AR s i r|'rc;
entere sovthern region of MMelbourme,

At the samie sme, there are over 3500
Victorian children on any given day whio
cannot live satelv ar home

[0 harder to e any more speaific than
thar, Foster parenes are reluceant e he
ilemrifivad lesr their wards suiffer any furthes
hardship. It 1= clear theugh thar mare caners
are ||.v:"\-|'\l|.'|'.'|r|'|!.' nevded, and while oursiders
mav bavlk A ening ||u.'|| |I|||I'||; Tés A
cantsicler, those whe have done i sy it
increclibly rewarding.

Judy Crisp sl st crvng whenever she
il

PO NIRRT ) S ——

Woverhy Emerpency Adadescent Core CEC)

Mlawreen Buck was facused om che happy
eowling, She saild the pair was a great exampls
of the connecton that could be made
bierween a carer and tescer child.

Shlary, whe cam fromm swch a diffisul

upbnnging, has thrived onder Jody's care”

Als Buck said. "We really wanr o ger the
mnessape sl Chan carers can make a big
difference in the lives of young peaple.”

Lowal couple Romaine and Pecer know char
fisrhancl.

[y have looked after four-vear-old
Jarmes® for abasr o vears, and he’s o
a pormsnent part of the fammly, The couple
hope to encourage others o become Toster
wirer.

Rllll'l.:lllll h_'" piveas fosrer wNNE ||||'||I:_|:|‘| |I-\.._'|
work with U Chald chaldren's camps anmd has
never looked hack.

She anad Perer iminally fostercd children
needing emerpeney care, before making the
transitian o forenighely respite and chen
|'||'..'|||!'|||IJ_' !III'IL"-I:I":'H'I P TR

“Wow don't have o be speaml.” Bomaime
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said, I just normal people opening up their
hosse te give 4 child an apporounity and give
a family a break.”

Foster caring takes many forms. Parents
can B e i there exisinmg lives, rather than
changing life to At Fostering.

Carvers can eleat the Kind of Tostenng, they
are able o des, hew many children they can
wird for :|r||| ".'.'I'I.'|| :I.F:I."h, .'II'II.I «iin '\|||!l|'| 4 .'I'II:I.'
T,

Fesster Carers Assoaation Victoria
president Karen Dobby, who hos been o carer
for abour cight vears, encouraged people 1o
just give it a gon She said dhere was nothing
[ ||.i‘1-'i.'.

Mis Daobby initally calked herself our of
foster caring. She feaved the emoticnal steain
of looking after a child anly to hand them
back o a home thar mighe mer e an adeal
vn l.'iT'::II'II'I'II. mi.,

Baat she realised the help her famly could
offer foster children was mare impertant
than her cown emotions,

“Whe all hiked che adea of being able to de
it bur wee were all nervous abau i, she
sand of her hushamd and owe davghters, “We
kepr ralking ourselves our of it Bur then we
thoughn we're che adulis, we can handle the
cingsbion.”

A Dalbrby sand those wannag e become
foster carers could apply dhrough commiumnicy
service argansaticns, such as Lhniong Care
amd O haldl, amd weoneld then underiake
thorough rraining.

Most children are placed i foster care
through Department of Human Services
court orders, but Mrs Dabby has also cared
for children whe were plased ineo Foster care
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voluncarily by their parenis.

“Chnce we had a mum who called Anglicare
and asked if they could help our. She was
pregmant and had no family suppore.” she
sand. *Another time 10 was a single mum whe
didn’t have any family suppore and meeded to
go inta hospital for a minor eperation, so her
chaldl staved with ws for a few nighes,”

Peter sad that waith such a shortage of
carers in the south-cast, peeple should at
least make the effort to discuss fostering a
child.

“There are information sessions — just £
alerge,” he sand. “You don't have go commir.”™
He also he wasn't sure about becoming,

a foster carer at the begimning, He waorried
abeat becoming “attachod” g0 the child
ame then seemng them retuen home, but that
became easier with nme.,

Now, Perer "wouldn't change a thing™.

FKomaine said there were support neceorks
in place to make sure new carces had all the
information they needed.

Each carer receives a case manager and 24-
hour phone support.

“Chce vou do toster there are veally good

suppert nut wiarks mn |1|;|.._-.|-__" Kommine saiil.

* Masmes bave been charged at the reguest

of carers,

Foster care information sessions are being
hedd on June 23, Avguse 4 and September
13 at OzChild, 1536 Heatherton Romd,
Diandenomge. RSV to Marnie Grant on
79 0000 or mgrant@azchild, org.an
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